
Function
With the external RS422/RS485 interface printers of the A+ 
and MACH4 series can be connected to the industrial serial 
interfaces RS422 or RS485.
The RS-422 interface should be used if the computer is more 
than 50ft (15m) away from the printer. The RS-485 interface is 
provided for using the printer as part of a networked system.

! To operate the RS422/RS485 interface printer the 
firmware version 3.03 or higher is needed !

Technical Specification
RS422 : Baud rate  1.200 - 230.400 Baud
 Handshake  XON/XOFF, ---
 Data bits  8 Bit
RS485 : Baud rate  1.200 - 230.400 Baud
 Network address A ... Z
 Data bits  8 Bit

Mounting
 ► Connect the RS422/RS485 interface (1) to an USB-Master 
interface (3) of the printer using the Mini-USB cable (2). 

 ► Connect the 25-pin socket of the RS422/RS485 interface 
(1) with a suitable interface cable with the matching port of 
the computer. 

Startup
After switching on the printer, the computer detects the new 
hardware component and ask you to install the printer driver. 

 ► If you want to work with CABLABEL, the installation of the 
Windows Printer Driver is not necessary because  
CABLABEL has own internal drivers. 
 ► Otherwise install the Windows Printer Driver. For that 
purpose use the "Printer Accessories CD" included in the 
delivery contents of the printer or download the driver from 
the cab website www.cab.de.

Setup
 ► Set the interface parameters of the menu Setup >Inter-
face >RS-422/485 matching to the configuration of the 
computer.

For general description of the setup functions see the Con-
figuration Manual of the printer.
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1– RS422/RS485 interface
2– Mini USB cable
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Parameter Meaning Selection
RS-422/485

Interface Selection of the inter-
face type
Default : RS422

RS422
RS485

Baud rate Speed of data transfer
Default : 57.600

1.200
...
230.400

Handshake Handshake protocol
(RS422 only)
Default : XON/XOFF

XON/
XOFF
---

Network  
address

Address in the RS485-
network (RS485 only)
Default : A

A ... Z



Pin Assignment of the 25-pin Socket
Pin Description Function
1 CG Protective Ground
7 GND Logic Ground
9 TDATA+ Transmit Data +

10 TDATA- Transmit Data -
13 GND Logic Ground
18 RDATA+ Receive Data +
19 RDATA- Receive Data -

Interface Cables
To control the printer by RS-422- or RS-485 interface, only  
the signals TDATA+, TDATA-, RDATA+ and RDATA- are 
necessary.

 ► Check the pin assignment of the interface of your computer 
and use the pin assignment of the RS-422/485 interface 
connector as shown above to obtain a suitable cable.
 ► Connect the pins of TDATA+ and RDATA+ and the pins of 
TDATA- and RDATA- whith each other.
 ► For long transmission distances it is recommanded to 
terminate the lines.
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